That the question raised is one of the most important and difficult within the range of our department, and one concerning which the opinions of obstetricians are very divided, is allowed on all hands.
That the necessity of acting with a degree of selective precision between these various operations is needed, is also allowed on all hands.
But the grounds for determining which is the proper method to adopt in each particular case, and whether any of these operations ought to be discarded from practice, is still a matter of great uncertainty.
Before, however, attempting any statement of opinion regarding these points, let me briefly go over the clinical history of these two women, whose cases are brought forward more as a theme from which to start the discussion, than as data on which to found deductions. 
